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The Tasmanian Field Naturalists Club Inc. encourages the study of natural history and supports conservation. 
We issue our journal The Tasmanian Naturalist annually in October. People with a range of backgrounds and 
knowledge are welcome as members. ; 


Contact Genevieve Gates (03 6227 8638) for further information, or write to GPO Box 68A Hobart 7001. 
Bulletin or website articles to Andrew Walsh (above address or 146 Misty Hill Rd. Mountain River 7109) 


PROGRAM 

General meetings start at 7:45pm on the first Thursday of the month in the Life Sciences Building at the 
University of Tasmania. Outings are usually held the following weekend, meeting at 10am outside the 
Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery entrance, Macquarie St. Ifyou are planning to attend an outing but not 
the meeting prior, check as to the timing of the excursion as sometimes unforeseen changes occur. 


26"-28" Mar- Federation Weekend Outing. More details in this Bulletin. Sorry about the short notice. 


8" Apr- Note this is the second Thursday of April! 
Syb Corbitt- Plants and Rocks- shaping the scenery of the World Heritage Area 


11" Apr- (Sun) Walk to Lake Skinner. Meet at the museum at 9.00 am, then meet at the Grove shop around 
9:30 am for members south of Hobart. 


6" May- Don Hird- A talk on his journey to the Trobriand Is. 


7 May- (FRI NIGHT) Inspired by The Great Marsupial Stalk organised Australia wide by the: Perth Zoo for 
that evening, we will be meeting at the Fern Tree picnic area (near the Fern Tree tavern) at 7:00 pm where 
our club will be supplying at BBQ dinner before going spotlighting nearby. Please bring torches, warm 
clothing and good footwear. 





3" Jun- Alastair Richardson (Tas Uni.)- The strandline of sandy beaches. 





5" Jun- (Sat) An exploration of Lagoon Bay, Dunalley. Meet at the museum normal time (10;00 am) - 


New Committee 
The new committee for 1999 was elected at the Annual General Meeting in March. Len Cusack and Jim 
Paterson have not continued as committee members this year, so we thank them for their valuable 
contribution to the team in 1998. The committee members for 1999 are; 
President- Kevin Bonham 
Vice President- Genevieve Gates 
Secretary- Julia Scott 
Treasurer- John Reid 
Walk & Talks- Amanda Thomson 
Bulletin Editor- Don Hird 
Naturalist Editor- Rob Taylor 
Librarian- Janet Fenton 
General Committee- Andrew Walsh 
General Committee- Tom Terry 


That survey 

Thank you to the 26 people who returned their 
questionnaires. A report has been prepared for the 
committee and will be discussed at the March 
committee meeting. For those who are curious, 
some of the results are presented below (not all as 
that would take up all of the bulletin). The full 
report will be available on the front desk at the 
April general meeting. 


How long have you been a member of the 
T.F.N.C.? The average length of membership was 
16 years. 


Which weekend days do you prefer for field 
trips? 

Saturday- 7 

Sunday- 6 

Rotating month to month- 7 

Any- 2 (which can be considered equivalent to 
rotating) 


What length of trip do you prefer? 
Short (up to 2 hours)- 2 

Medium (2-4 hours)- 7 

Long (all day)- 8 

Mix- 1 

No preference- 4 


What distance from the city are you prepared 
to travel for day trips? 

< 1/2 hour- 0 

1/2 hour- 0 

1 hour- 5 

1.5 hour- 5 

1.5+ hour- 13 


Suggestions to use the money. 

Publish a book (several suggested birds, as well as 
insect, skinks, or fossils or/of Lambert Park), use it 
for publicity, project grants or scholarship, sponsor 
a survey of beetles/moths/flora/fauna, donate to 
Bush Heritage Fund, buy land and/or a hut (like 
Skemps), buy more books for library, buy a 
binocular microscope, fund annual camps, 
database index for journal (by A 
subject/species/author). 


Change of name 


Just a small note that the Deloraine Field 


naturalists Club have changed their name to the 
Central North Field Naturalists Club. 





Hobart City Council Summer 


Bushcare Activities- Autumn 


Bookings are required for all activities. Phone 
Kerry Heatley at the Hobart City Council on 6238 
2884. Please wear warm clothing, strong boots 
and bring a suitable raincoat. Remember weather 
on Mt. Wellington can change very suddenly. Also 
bring refreshments and snack for walks. 


Friday 26" March 
7:30 pm-9 pm 
Mammal Spotlight Waterworks Reserve 


Friday 16" April 
7:30 pm-9 pm 
Possum Prowl Waterworks Reserve 


Saturday 17" April 

10am-12 noon 

Bush Banquet 

Learn about Aboriginal bush tucker which grows 
on the Mountain. Kris Schaffer, an expert in bush 
foods, will take you on a short walk to see the 
plants. This will be followed by a tasting session, 
with a large array of delicious foods to try. 


Friday 23 April 
7:30 pm-9 pm 
Bandicoot Search Waterworks Reserve 


Saturday 24" April 

10am - 12 noon 

Fungi Frolic Fern Glade Track 

Discover fungi with Alan Mills from Tas. Uni. 


Saturday 8" May 

10am - 12 noon 

Fungi Frolic Fern Glade Track 

Same as fungi frolic for 24" of April. 


Friday 24" May 
7:30 pm-9 pm 7 
Animals of the Night Waterworks Reserve 


Friday 21" May 
7:30 pm-9 pm 
Bettong Bound Waterworks Reserve 





When: 


i 


Where: 


Program: 


The Federation of Field Naturalists 
Clubs of Tasmania 


c/- Burnie Field Naturalist Club Inc. 
(executive club, 1998 - 2000) 

PO Box 455, Burnie TAS 7320 

(03) 6431 3428; mesibov@southcom.com.au 


Federation Weekend, March 1999 


Saturday, 27th March and Sunday, 28th March (accommodation available at venue 
for those arriving Friday night). 


Paton Park Scout Outdoor Facility, 15 minutes drive from Ulverstone (see 
enclosed map). 


(Spotlighting at Paton Park on Friday night for earlybirds!) 


Saturday Morning walks around Paton Park; dry and wet sclerophyll forest, 


dense riparian vegetation and a Dicksonia glade. 

Lunch. 

Afternoon trip either to Purtons Flats on the River Leven or Isandula area. 
Federation meeting at 4 pm, in outdoor ‘amphitheatre’ if weather fine. 
Catered tea at Paton Park; choice of soups, roast, sweets. 


Evening talk by lan Sansom, CoastCare officer responsible for West — 
North West coastal management plan. 


Sunday Leave Paton Park after breakfast. 


Cost: 


To bring: 


Booking: 


Agenda: 


Morning walk up Mt Duncan in the Dial Range; peculiar cloud forest at 
summit and spectacular views. Steep track but not a long walk. 


Lunch in bush or on coast, depending on weather. 


Early afternoon site walk and discussion with Stephen Turner, P&WS 
project officer and Shaw Contracting consultant; effect of Bass Highway 
reconstruction on Little Penguin breeding. 


$3.50 per person per night at Paton Park, $18 per person for catered meal. 


Sleeping bag, food for breakfast and lunch on Saturday and Sunday. Paton Park 
has bunk beds for 62 people; male and female toilets and showers: a large 
kitchen with two stoves, fridge, freezer, microwave and all cooking and 
preparation utensils including plates and cutlery sufficient for 65 people. 


We're unlikely to fill the hall(!) but give me a ring or email by mid-March 
with names of people from your Club who expect to be coming so our 
caterer can plan accordingly. 


No matters are current at Federation level. Please let me know soon if 
there are any Statewide issues that warrant discussion. Burnie and 
Deloraine will be reporting on the ‘reform movements’ in the two clubs. 


i di 


TMNA CALENDER OF EVENTS 


MEETINGS: Speaker 6:00 pm followed by the meeting; Life Sciences Seminar Rm 1, UTas. Tasmania. 

FIELD TRIPS: Contact the person listed to arrange precise time and place of meeting, by the Friday before the trip. 
For beach / reef walks, be prepared to get wet up to your knees so roll up your trousers, wear old shoes and also bring 
bucket, hand lens, small net or sieve and any books you have to help ID what we find. The dates and times for the 
shore walks are determined by the tide times. Unfortunately this year most of the low tides are either early in the 
morning or late afternoon. Please direct all complaints to the lunar department. 


MARCH 
8th, Monday 5.30 pm Executive meeting. 


10th, Wednesday 6 pm. General meeting. Richard Mount will talk about the Australian Coastal Atlas: 
collecting mapping information for a nationwide database of marine resources. 


13th, Saturday 11 am. Beach / shore walk at Verona sands, followed by a visit to the Woodbridge 
Marine Studies Centre to look at some live animals and plants in more detail ($5 per person 
enty to the Centre). 

APRIL 

12th, Monday 5.30 pm Executive meeting. 


14th, Wednesday 6 pm. General meeting. Members night. A crabby session with Rhoda and Liz; and 
Jane to reveal the secret lives of Cnidarians. 


24th, Saturday: Fossil Island, Tasman Peninsular. Full day reef walk; meet at 8am - | pm (low tide 
10am, 0.72 m) Contact Rhoda Leslie, 6247 6004. 


MAY Science week May 1 - 9th 


2nd, Sunday, Display at TMAG with touch tank, video etc. and Field Guide launch for Science Week. 
Members needed to collect live speciments on the Saturday and to supervise the tank on 
Sunday. 


10th, Monday 5.30 pm Executive meeting. 


12th, Wednesday 6 pm. General meeting: Learn all about rock lobsters from Caleb Gardner and Sam 
Ibbott, Fisheries Research Scientists. 


22nd, Saturday: Bambra reef, Lauderdale: Half-day reef walk at 8am - 11 am. (low tide 9am, 0.73 m) 
Contact Rhoda Leslie, 6247 6004. 


JUNE 
7th, Monday 5.30 pm Executive meeting. 


9th, Wednesday 6 pm. General meeting: Robyn Clare will talk about Aboriginal use of the marine 
coastal environment, and their middens. 


13th, Sunday: Excursion with Robyn Clare. Contact Rhoda Leslie, 6247 6004. 
JULY 
12th, Monday 5.30 pm Executive meeting. 


14th, Wednesday 6 pm. General meeting: Karen Gowlett-Holmes to talk about the marine life on the 
deep sea mounts and Macquare Island Marine Park (to be confirmed). į 


18th, Sunday, 10 am: Dive in Fortesque Bay; non divers can join in after the dive to examine a selection 
of specimens collected on the dive. Contact Jane 6229 8264. 


AUGUST 


7th, Saturday: Roche’s Beach, half day beach walk, 8am - 1pm. (low tide 9:30am, 1.13 m ). Contact 
Rhoda Leslie, 6247 6004. 


